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* OF THE 


E AR L or SAND WICH, 


IN THE 
HOUSE oz L OR D Ss, 
Die Veneris 14 Maius, 1779. 


My LoxrDs, 


Arr the ſolemnity with which this Enquiry into the Maxaozuent of GREEN. 
WICH HOSPITAL has been brought into this Houſe, and the great expectation of 
the public from ſo long and ſo minute an examination of it, by ſome of the ableſt men 
in this kingdom, if it ſnould appear that the charges brought againſt myſelf and the 
ſeveral perſons mentioned in the printed memorial now on your Lordſhips table, are 
falſe and groundleſs, I flatter myſelf, that your Lordſhips will think, that I and 
the other perſons in queſtion are intitled to the countenance and protection of this 
Houſe: that they wi be (I believe I might venture to ſay that they are) proved to be 

ſo, I have not the leaſt doubt - very little argument or proof, except what has come 
out from the witneſſes on the other ſide, is neceſſary os this purpoſe. 


It ſeems, 1 incumbent upon me to take up a little of your Lordſhips tin 
to open to you the mode in which! . anſwer the ſeveral charges againſt me, and 
to explain how far I think myſelf obliged to enter into this diſcuſſion.— I muſt there- 
fore premiſe to your Lordſhips, that I ſhall only undertake to anſwer ſuch charges as 


have been urged againſt me perſonally, either as a Commiſſioner and Governor of the 
rn. or as firſt Lord of the Baue 


Had I not conſidered the Enquiry as an attack upon myſelf, I mould not have given 
way to it as a Member of this . as it is a buſineſs which, in my opinion, is very 


B improper 
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OF THE 


E AR L or SANDWICH 


HOUSE oz LORD ũ, 
Die Veneris 14 Maius, 1779. 


My LoxrDs 


Ar TEK the ſolemnity with which this Enquiry into the MaxnaozuenT of GREEN. 
WICH H) SPITAL has been brought 1 into this Houſe, and the great expeCtation of 
the public from ſo long and ſo minute an examination of it, by 4 —＋ of the ableſt men 
in this kingdom, if it ſnould appear that the charges brought againſt myſelf and the 
ſeveral perſons mentioned in the printed memorial now on your Lordſhips table, are 
falſe and groundleſs, I flatter myſelf, that your Lordſhips will think, that bath I and 

the other perſons in queſtion are intitled to the countenance and protection of this 
Houle : that they will be (I believe I might venture to ſay that they are) proved to be 
ſo, I have not the leaſt doubt very little argument or proof, except what has come 
out from the witneſſes on the other ſide, is neceſſary for this purpoſe. 


It ſeems, however, incumbent upon me to take up a little of your Lordſhips time, 
to open to you the mode in which I meangto anſwer the ſeveral charges againſt me, and 
to explain how far I think myſelf obliged to enter into this diſcuſſion.—I muſt there- 
fore premiſe to your Lordſhips, that 1 ſhall only undertake td anſwer ſuch charges as 


have been urged againſt me perſonally, either as a Commiſſioner and Governor of the 
Hoſpital, or as firſt Lord of the Zane 


Had I not conſidered the Enquiry as an attack upon myſelf, 1 mould not have given 
way to it as a Member of this Hou, as it is a buſineſs which, in my opinion, is very 
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improper to take up almoſt a whole Seſſion in this great and hereditary Council of the 
Nation. I will not enter into any diſcuſſion whether the Noble Lords who brought the 
buſineſs before the Houſe meant to bring a charge againſt me; it is ſufficient for me to 
ſay, that the book upon your L ordſhips table contains charges of a very grievous nature 


againſt me, no leſs, than refuſals to redreſs complaints—denials of juſtice—partialitics 


againſt thoſe whom I thought adverſe to my purpoſes. It is ſaid, that my perſonal views and 
intereſts, connections and prejudices, are the leading motives which govern the Hoſpital. 

— That I was the firſt who conceived, or at leaſt ventured to put fully in practice, the 
opinion that the offices of Greenwich Hoſpital might with impunity be converted into 
emoluments for an election. That to enable me to return Members to Parliament for 
a ſingle Borough, Greenwich Hoſpital has been converted into an engine f corruption 
and à den of Borough Jobbers.— That the government of the Hoſpital has undergone 
a total perverſion. That the noble deſign of the eſtabliſhment has been perverted, 

and that I only conſider Greenwich Hoſpital as an appendage to my private fortune. 


I ſhall not, however, enter into any defence, except upon thoſe articles of accuſation 
which have been attempted to be ſupported by evidence ; having a right to conſider the 
other charges as abandoned by the adverſe parties, 1 will therefore ſele& thoſe points, 
which upon theſe principles it ſeems adviſeable for me to ſpeak to. ] will conſider 
how they have been ſupported, and endeavour to draw to your Lordſhips recollection 


the evidence which has been given; and = I flatter myſelf, will be deemed fully ſuf- 
ficient to refute them, 


I cannot ſuppoſe that it will be edel that I ſhouſd enter into the diſcuſſion of any 
legal points; if there are any ſuch queſtions of law, relative to the management of 


Greenwich Hoſpital, I profeſs myſelf incompetent to decide upon them; and if it 
were otherwiſe, this is not the time or place to diſcuſs them. 


Let me aſk whether any matter has been offered to your Lordſhips which could not 
be enquired into in its proper court? Has any right been with-held from any perſon 
who had not a proper legal remedy in the uſual courſe of judicature ? If any individual 
was improperly treated in the ordinary buſineſs and affairs of the Hoſpital, had he not 
the Council and Direction of the Hoſpital to reſort to? If he ſtill thought himſelf ag- 
orieved by the deciſion of the Council and Direction, much leſs pains than thoſe which 
brought the buſineſs here, might have carried it into the Courts below. If Captain 
Baillie was injured by the proceedings of the Committee, is there not a proper mode of 
ſubjecting their proceedings to the opinion of the King's Bench? If Captain Baillie has 


been unjuſtly removed from his office, cannot the Court of King's Bench reſtore him? 


In ſhort, has any thing been brought before your Lordſhips ? Was it probable, was it 
poſſible, that any thing could be brought before your Lordſhips in the courſe of this. 


buſineſs, which might not have been enquired into in Greenwich Hoſpital or Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall? 


As 
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As to myſelf, I am conſcious I have done my duty to the beſt of my judgment, and 
according to precedent; when I have receiyed complaints, I have liſtened to them from 
whatever quarter they came, and given ſuch redreſs as I thought myſelf authorized to 
afford. I have ſuſpended and removed officers who, I thought, had miſbehaved ; and I 
defy the blackeſt malice to ſuggeſt, that I have ever lowered my dignity, by ſhewing 
the leaſt degree of partiality in any ſuch exertion of the power with which I thought 
myſelf inveſted. 


Here, my Lords, ends every thing which I think neceſſary to ſay by way of intro- 
duction, to what I conſider as my own defence, in anſwer te what has been thrown 
out againſt me. 


As to any abuſes in the management of this Charity, in which I cannot be perſonally 
concerned, (and which appear to me to be infinitely leſs than can be ſuppoſed to exiſt in the 
management of any other Charity, equally extenſive,) if the Houle thinks that we are 
warranted to fit as a commiſſion for charitable uſes, or a Court of Chancery, they will act 


as they judge proper upon that occaſion; and indeed, ſince we have gone fo far as to hear 


evidence upon many ſuppoſed abuſes againſt ſeveral perſons, who, I am perſuaded, are 
perfectly innocent, (though it is impoſſible for me to ſtate their caſe as a matter proper 
for Parliamentary enquiry) I am inclined to believe that your Lordſhips humanity will 
lead you to give up ſome more of your time, in order to allow them an opportunity of 
bringing evidence in their own exculpation. In this buſineſs I am ready to give my al- 
ſiſtance, as any other Lord of this Houſe z but I deſire that I may not be conſidered as a 
principal in the management-of it, or as a party concerned. Before I conclude, I hope 
there will be no impropriety in my mentioning to your Lordſhips a few inſtances, in 
which I have ſhewn myſelf a true friend to Greenwich Hoſpital. I doubt not other firſt 
Lords of the Admiralty have had the ſame inclination to befriend that noble Charity, as 
I have always entertained ; but few of them have had ſo much power of doing it, from 
the much longer time I have fat at the board, than I believe any other perſon ever did, 
and from my having had no military avocations to employ my time in the ſervice of my 
country. f 


I can ſay, with the ſtricteſt truth, that if T have merit in any part of my conduct, 
it is in my conſtant attention to the welfare and improvement of this noble Charity: it 
has been my favourite and unrivalled object; and have never, for a moment, loſt ſight 
of what could any way be turned to its advantage. Your Lordſhips will obſerve, that 
I have been in the Admiralty, at different times, above ſeventeen years, which has given 
me the means of doing much more than any of my predeceſſors in office. When firſt 
I came into the office, in the year 1744, there were only 1000 penſioners in the Hoſpital; 
they have been increaſing gradually, till they are now got to 2169, 800 of whom have 
been added during the time of my being at the Board of Admiralty ; and I muſt obſerve 
to your Lordſhips, that ſo much has the revenue of the Hoſpital encreaſed by the care and 
attention that have been paid to the management of it, that all this has been done without 


B 2 bur- 


(4) | 
burthening the Publick, and without demanding from them the aſſiſtance of a ſingle ſhil- 
ling. Indeed for theſe three laſt years, 40001. has been given by Parliament, but that 
was not wanted to defray the expence of the original augmented eſtabliſhment of penſi- 
oners; it 1s to give aid to an additional Charity of Out-Penſioners, which was eſtabliſh- 
ed at the end of the laſt war, to which the Publick at firſt gave 10,0001, for ſome years 

nothing, as it was then defrayed out of the annual revenue of the Hoſpital, and as that 


diminiſhed in time of peace, when fewer ſeamen are voted, it was neceſſary to apply to 
Parliament for 40001, for the ſole purpoſe of paying the Out-Penſioners. 


The exact ſtate of this queſtion will appear from the following account, which will 


new that the maintenance of the Out-Penſioners, from the year 1763, to 1778, the 
Hoſpital has expended near 60,0001, 


MONEY GRANTED BY PARLIAMENT. 


Firſt Eſtabliſhment in 
” fo 

1763, _ — 10,000 

1764, — — 10,000 

1705, 3 PE 5,000 

1766, 1771, 

1767, 1772. | 

1768, I773, — Nothing 

1769, 1774; | 

1770, 

1773, — — 6,000 
1776, — — 5,000 

1777. — — 4,000 

1 778 7 2 88 | 1 4,000 

44,000 
Expence of Maintenance, — 103,455 
Paid out of the Hoſpital Revenue, — 59,455 


— 


Which it could not have done, had not the income been greatly improved. 


As a proof that under my adminiſtration the Eſtates of the Hoſpital have not been 
much miſmanaged, I have the ſatisfaction to inform your Lordſhips, that the Derwent- 
water Eſtate, which in the year 1745 (when | was juſt come to the Board) produced 
6, 900l. now produces 11,9881. and in a few years will be raiſed goool. more, there 
having been tenders already actually made to the amount of upwards of that ſum more 

| 2 than 


(ag?) 


than the former rents, upon leaſes for twenty-one years. This is excluſive of the lead 


mines, which communibus annis, produce a clear 8000l. a year. 


In order for the better improvement, and for obtaining a more certain knowledge of 


the real value of this eſtate, two of the directors were employed about five or ſix years 


ago to viſit the ſeveral eſtates, and to make their report of any improvements 
that might be made. This meaſure had the moſt ſalutary effects; the two directors did 
their duty like able and honeſt men; and 1 have no doubt, but that in conſequence of 
their inveſtigations, the income of the eſtate will be in a few years conliderably aug- 
mented; probably to many thouſands a year. One great improvement has been the erect- 
ing a large ſmelting mill and refinery, which have anſwered beyond imagination, and 
conſiderably improved the income. Before the erecting of that mill, we were obliged 
to carry our ore to be manufactured, and were at the mercy of the manufacturers. 


Captain Baillie, and the witneſſes he has brought to the bar, have been continually 
throwing out, that he was the true and unvaried friend to the Penſioners, inſinuating 
thereby that he was their only friend, and that they are EI by others, whoſe du- 
ty it equally is to be attentive to their intereſts, 

I have not made any parade of what I have done for them; but I believe I may ven- 
ture to ſay, now I am called upon, that they never had ſo true, ſo conſtant, and fo ef- 
fectual a friend, as myſelf, When I firſt came into office, there was no particular place 


allotted to the ſick ; they were mixed in the Hoſpital with thoſe in health; and though 
particular wards were allotted to them, they not only took up the room of healthy peo- 


ple, but could not be ſo well attended, and ſo private, as the nature of their infirmities 
required; and as an additional Hoſpital, erected purpoſely for them, allows; beſides 
this, the danger of infection in communicative diſorders is now greatly leſſened, and the 
frequency of burials entirely removed from the eyes of thoſe who are moſt likely to be 
hurt by ſuch a ſight, and who ought to be led through the remainder of their life wWith | 


as few unpleaſing objects, as their ſituation will admut of. 


This Infirmary (which is allowed to be one of the 9 Hoſpitals in the king- 


dom) was eſtabliſhed under my direction; and I may almoſt claim the hoopur of being 
the ſole founder of it. | 


To prevent abuſes in the admiſſion of improper objects into the Hoſpital, I have al- 
ways attended the Quarterly examinations of the Candidates for admiſfion; I have my- 


ſelf examined into their pretenſions, from age, infirmities, and time of "INTO? and have 


claſſed them, for preference, in admiſſion, ſingly, according to thoſe pretenſions ; and 1 
have rigidly adhered to a fixed rule I have made, never to attend to any application, or 
to receive any petition about the admiſſion of a penſioner. There are Lords that hear 
me, ſome of my beſt and moſt reſpected friends, who know the truth of what I lay by 
the refuſal I have made to. attend to their ſolicitations on this ſubject; and I have in my 


hand. 


(30: '3 


hand a letter from a very reſpectable Peer“ of this Realm, which I ſhall read as part of 
my ſpeech, which will ſhew your Lordſhips the language I have held, when theſe ſort of 
applications have reached me, | 


Another point in which I have much befriended the Penſioners, was the eſtablſhing a 
new dining-hall, which was done under my abſolute and ſole direction, and from my own 
diſcovery how it might be executed. The mode of dining the Penſioners, till within 
theſe four or five years, was in one hall, in which tables were laid for 600 men, and 
there were 600 more waiting at the door to ſucceed them : when the firſt ſer had hurried 
over their dinner, the ſecond came in upon the filth of the others, and into the nauſeous 
ſmell of a room in which ſo large a number of gueſts had been feeding. Wiſhing to re- 
medy this nuiſance, for ſuch I muſt call it, I made it my buſineſs to ſearch and enquire 
whether any place could be found to receive the ſecond ſet of hungry penſioners, and to 
relieve them from the ſituation in which Tantalus is placed by the poets, as having 
proviſions at his chin, without the poſſibility of his getting at them. In conſequence 
of this inveſtigation, I found that there was another hall that was in a manner uſeleſs, 
being employed only as a fort of lumber room, or ſtorehouſe for the Stewards, and other 
ſtores. This room I ordered to be converted into a dining-hall, and a new kitchen to be 
fitted up to ſupply tables for 600 more men; which number have dined comfortably to- 
gether, at the ſame time that 600 of their brethren were at table elſewhere. I will men- 
tion but one more improvement made by me, and that is having conſtantly ſet my face 
againſt the allowing the inferior offices to be performed by deputy. This conduct does 
not ſavour of the character of a Borough Jobber, and one that made Greenwich Hoſpital 
an appendage to his own private fortune. My Lords, till my time, moſt of the inferior offi- 
ces, ſuch as thoſe of the cooks, their mates, ſcullery men, &c. were done by deputy, which 
certainly afforded the opportunity of giving ſtipends of twenty or thirty pounds a year to 
the voters or ſervants of the firſt Lord of the Admiralty. This I abſolutely aboliſhed ; 
and there is but one of theſe officers who acts by deputy, and him I have ſuffered to re- 
main, becauſe he was put in by one of my predeceſſors, who I would not wiſh to of- 
fend. I acted very differently with regard to a man of my own, whoſe name is Joy, and 


who was a Huntingdonſhire Freeholder. I made him a ſcullery man, and finding that 


he did not attend to his buſineſs, and had got another perſon to do it for him, I turned 
him out of his place, nor did his Huntingdonſhire merit avail him, or prevent his being 
ſacrificed as an example to other delinquents. 


Lord Petre, whoſe letter his Lordſhip read as follows: 
c My Lord, Park-Lane, Feb. 2 5, 1779. 
& IT makes me very happy to have it in my power to be of any ſervice to your Lordſhip, and ſhould 
« jt be neceſſary, I ſhall be ready to obey your commands. | 
« ]t is with the greateſt truth I can aſſure the Hogſe, that your Lordſhip, with infinite politeneſs, re- 
« fuſed admitting a perſon into Greenwich Hoſpital in whoſe favour I intereſted myſelf, and gave as the 
« only reaſon, that your Lordſhip had made it an eſtabliſhed rule never to prefer any one on recommenda- 
« tion to the prejudice of many W objects that had no friend; to ſolicit for them. 
fam, 
«© My Lord, 
* Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
a &f 2 TS 


I It 


„ 

It has been given out, and was generally believed, that inſtead of admitting decayed 
ſeamen as penſioners, I had filled the Hoſpital with Huntingdonſhire voters and land- 
men. I now moſt ſolemnly declare, that out of 2169 penſioners at preſent in the Hoſ- 
pital, there is not, to my knowledge, a ſingle Huntingdonſhire man, nor one who is not 


thoroughly qualified from length of ſervice at ſea, and infirmities, acquired in the per- 
formance of his duty as a ſeaman. 


I ds not ſay this to gain applauſe : I know I have done nothing more than what my 
own heart leads me to think every man will do who feels for the ſufferings of his fellow 
creatures; I ſhould therefore flatter myſelf there is no impropriety in my pointing out 
theſe circumſtances, and intimating, that even if any malverſations laid to my charge 
had been proved, there were ſome parts of my conduct which ſhould have leſſened the 
indignation of mankind againſt me; but, thank God, no ſuch malverſations have been 
proved, and [I flatter myſelf, that when this Enquiry is ended, my reputation will not 
ſuffer by the long and ſerious examination of my conduct. 


The charges that have bcen attempted to be proved are, 


I. That the Charter was formed by the immediate care and 
abilities of Mr. Ibbetſon, under the inſpection of Lord Sand- 
wich. 


II. That ſeveral landmen are appointed to hold offices in 
Greenwich Hoſpital. 


III. That Clerks and under officers are allowed to lodge i in the 
Hoſpital, 


IV. That I have turned a deaf ear to complaints. 


V. That I appointed the Committee unfairly and improperly. 


VI. That I directed Mr. Butler to negotiate with Mr, — 
and that the negotiation began on my fide. 


VII. That Mr. Cook was employed by me to intimidate Mr. Le 
Febvre, and others, 


I ſhall take them one by one, according to the order in which I have named them, 
and endeavour to bring to your Lordſhips recollection how they have been ſupported. 
The 
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The firſt charge that was made againſt me relates to the alteration of the Charter, 
and the new Book of Inſtructions ; it has been ſaid that whatever reſpectable forms 
they may have gone through, they were in fact prepared under my inſpection, and by 


the immediate care and abilities of the Secretary to the Directors — That there are a 


variety of omiſſions and additions in the new Charter, all of which have an uniform 
tendency to leſſen the number and force of the ſeveral checks at firſt eſtabliſhed, and 
reduce the whole to an abſolute dependance on the Admiralty. 


Evidence to this point in my own behalf I ſhall bring none: I am perfectly ſatisfied 
that your Lordſhips opinion of me on theſe particulars, ſhould reſt upon the evidence 
brought by my accuſers. | appeal to the recollection of your Lordſhips, and to the 
evidence on the table, whether there is the ſlighteſt proof of connection between me and 
_ of the perſons employed in framing the new Charter. 


The frſt evidence who was called on this ſubject was Mr. Evereſt, the Solicitor of 


the Hoſpital; he has diſclaimed having the leaſt connection with me, having ever heard 
me ſpeak to him, or having received from me the ſmalleſt direction about the Charter: 
his ſhare in preparing the Charter ſeems to have been exceedingly ſmall. He prepared 
the firſt draft of it, this he ſubmirted to Mr. Sibthorpe, who was at that time joint So- 
licitor to the Hoſpital with him; from this time he ſeems to have taken no further part 


in the buſineſs. As to my interference, or the interference of Mr. Ibbetſon, the Secre- 


tary of the Hoſpital, his declarations were uniform and diſtinct, that neither of us were 
concerned. in n the Charter, or ſuggeſting 1 of the alterations in it. 


Mr. Eden's very able and ſatisfactory explanation of this whole matter comes next , 


he informed your Lordſhips of all the tranſactions relative to the new Charter in every 
ſtage of its progreſſion, and by his evidence, your I ordſhips are now perfectly ap- 
prized that the Charter was prepared in the manner it ſhould be prepared; that the 
draft of it was drawn by Mr. Evereſt, the Solicitor of the Hoſpital, afterwards correct- 
ed by Mr. Sibthorpe, his partner, and much his ſenior in buſineſs, that it was then 
laid before Mr. Eden, the Auditor, and one of the Council of the Hoſpital. . That 
ſome alterations in it were ſuggeſted by him ; that theſe alterations were afterwards 
inſerted by Mr. Sibthorpe,—that the draft ſo prepared and amended was laid before 
Mr. Eden, and his Majeſty's law officers, his Attorney, and Solicitor General, and 
by them finally peruſed and approved for his Majeſty to ſign. | 


The declarations of Mr. Eden agreed with thoſe of Mr. Evereſt, he diſclaimed the 
leaſt connection with Mr. Ibbetſon in this particular buſineſs, and diſavowed the inter- 
ference of myſelf or any other of his Majeſty's Miniſters. 


The next evidence your Lordſhips called for was Mr. Sibthorpe ; his evidence per- 
fectly coincided with that of Mr. Eden, he denied that Mr. Ibbetſon had ever com- 
municated with him on this buſineſs. He denied that I had ever ſpoken to him on the 
ſubject. | | | | 


Captain 
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Captain Baillie declared in evidence, that the draught of the Charter had not been 
read at the General Court before it was finally approved; it appears from the books of 
the General Court that it was read on the roth of March, 1774, and afterwards, when 
it was perfected at another General Court, on the 16th of December, 1775; it had 
alſo been read at the Board of Directors in the intermediate time, in the preſence of 

Captain Baillie, who was Chairman of the meeting. 


Mr. Ibbetfon was u called upon frequently in the courſe of this buſineſs ; and I believe 
every one of your Lordſhips is ſenſible of the readineſs, the candour, and the accuracy, 
with which he ſtated, and the perſpicuity with which he explained every part of the 
tranſactions which he was deſired to elucidate. He gave your Lordſhips his oath that 
he had not the ſlighteſt connection with any perſon concerned in drawing the Charter, 
and that he had not once ſpoken with me on the ſubject; and yet Captain Baillie in his 


outſet informed your Lordſhips, that Mr. Ibbetſon was the perſon who drew up the 
Charter. 


Thus were the accuſations againſt me, reſpecting the Charter, contradicted by the u- 


nited teſtimony of every witneſs ſummoned to your Lordſhips Bar. 


be next accuſation reſpects the merit of the alterations in the Charter; as the ſlight- 
eſt reaſon has not hitherto appeared to charge theſe alterations againſt me, or upon my 
particular influence with thoſe who were concerned in preparing it, I ſhould be juſti- 
fied in waving all enquiry on this head, but I owe it to the public, to your Lordſhips, 
and to the reſpectable inhabitants of Greenwich Hoſpital, to inform you, that there is 
not in any of theſe alterations the lighteſt circumſtance at which the friend of the ſeamen 


ſhould'take alarm. In no-one inſtance are his intereſts prejudiced, in many they are 
ſenſibly promoted. 


The only inſtance which bears even an appearance of leſſening the ſeamens preroga- 
tives, is, that the right of recommendation to offices, which by the commiſſion was 
veſted in the Court of Commiſſioners, is omitted in the Charter, and the power of ap- 
Pointing them veſted Jolely 1 in the Admiralty. 

This fact was fully explained by Mr. Eden, and "OO as well as common ſenſe, 
ſhews that it was never intended that the General Court ſhould fix upon the perſons who 
were to hold offices in the Hoſpital ; when the encreaſe of the eſtabliſnment of the Hoſ- 
pital, which has gradually riſen from 40 to near 2200 penfioners, required an additional 
eſtabliſhment of officers, they were to give notice to the Admiralty that ſuch additional 
officers were wanting, and to recommend it to that Board to appoint them ; ſometimes 
they propoſed certain perſons, out of which the Admiralty might or might not appoint 
the officers ; there 1s one inſtance of their naming ſix perſons to be choſen out of; can 
there be a ſtronger proof that the abſolute and final appointment was in the Admiral- 
ty? This cuſtom, however, of propoſing perſons by the General Court has been long 

C | 


laid 


four General Courts in a year are as many as are neceſſary for carrying on the buſineſs 
of the Hoſpital. I think the Charter directs that two ſhall be held, I believe the Com- 
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laid aſide, nor do I find any inſtance of its having been executed ſince the year 17223 
J will go farther, and ſay, that the execution of it is utterly impracticable. Three or 


miſſion names four as neceſſary; how then are vacancies to be filled up? Is a General 
Court to be called every time that a ſcullery-man dies, or that a cook's mate is turned 
out of his office for drunkenneſs ? My Lords, if they were to fit every week they could 


* 


hardly do the buſineſs, 


A very recent inſtance, proves how this point of recommending officers by the Gene- 
ral Court has been underſtood and executed: when the new kitchen was eſtabliſhed, a 
great number of new officers were to be appointed; this the General Court ſignified to 
the Admiralty, and recommended to them to appoint the officers ; which they accord- 


ingly did; and indeed, what could be more inconſiſtent, than that the perſons who 


ſign the appointment, ſhould have no concern in chuſing the perſons by themſelves ap- 
pointed ? | 


The next alteration complained of is, that the Court of Commiſſioners are directed 
by the Charter to meet twice a year, though they are required by the Commiſſion to 
meet four times a year. I beg your Lordſhips will for a moment conſider of whom the 
Court of Commiſſioners is compoſed; experience ſhewed that it was inconſiſtent with 
the purſuits and occupations of thoſe gentlemen, inconſiſtent with the buſineſs of the 


nation, which moves in its various departments through their hands, and abſolutely in- 
compatible with the laborious and inceſſant duties of the Admiralty, to meet as often 


as the Commiſſion preſcribed. It appears by the books on your Lordſhips table, that 
frequently nine months have elapſed without the Court of Commiſſioners once meeting. 
To theſe deviations from the original intention of the inſtitution, the Charter Oppoſes 
the propereſt remedy, by enlarging the intervening time between the meetings of the 
Commiſſioners. By the alteration—Their duty as Commiſſioners, becomes more con- 
ſiſtent and compatible with their other purſuits and occupations; a regular attendance 


at the Court being thus facilitated, what was before poſſible to none, being now made 


poſſible to many ; it is not unreaſonable to hope that the Court of Commiſſioners will 
meet regularly, and have the moſt reſpectable attendance, 


The next circumſtance of alteration which engaged your Lordſhips attention is, 
that the clauſe in the Charter provides, © That all ſuch perſons to be ſo recommended 


and admitted into the ſaid Hoſpital, as the officers of the Houſe or otherwi/e, ſhould be 
ſeafaring men.“ 


But in the Charter, the words or otherwiſe, are omitted; I muſt wait till J am in- 
formed, what poſſible ſenſe can be given to the words or otberwiſe, before I can ſpeak 


my ſentiments on their omiſſion, At preſent, have this opinion of their value, that 


I entirely agree with the Gentleman who told your Lordſhips at the Bar, that if | had 
ths — found 
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found them in the draft laid before me, I ſhould not have ſtruck them out; if I had not 


found them there, I ſhould not have put them in. 


bb he next alteration which was charged upon the perſons who fabricated the new Char- 
ter was, that there were words inſerted in it, which gave the Admiralty power to diſplace, 
move, or ſuſpend any officer of the Hoſpital who ſhould be guilty of misbehaviour : 
I beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that by the common law of the land, it is an 
incident inſeparable from every corporation, to have the power of making bye laws 
and private ſtatutes for its good government and regulation, and to puniſh all the of- 
ficers employed in it, who are guilty of miſbehaviour, by lulpenſion or removal, from 
their reſpective offices. 


The Charter is therefore only a declaration of the common law of the land; the 
words here attempted to be criminated, give not any new, extraordinary, or unreaſon- 


able powers; yet, they are not without their uſe. They are a ſtanding memento to 
every officer in Greenwich Hoſpital, to remind him that the Charter by which he 


holds his office, will puniſh him for the lighteſt miſbehaviour in it. 


I now come, my Lords, to the laf point of accuſation _ the framers of the New 
Charter, 


It is objected as a crime of the greateſt enormity, that a power is given by the New 
Charter to ſell, exchange, and alienate all the eſtates of the Hoſpital. IJ his was v 


ty: Here, my Lords, upon this ſubject, I cannot help expreſſing my ſurprize and aſton- 
ifhment, that your Lordſhips ſhould not only have paid attention to ſuch a charge, but 
that two days of your Lordſhips time ſhould, in this important and very buſy ſeſſion, 
be loſt in an attempt to eſtabliſh. an accuſation of ſo brittle a ſubſtance, that it fell in. 
pieces the moment it came to be handled. | 


The fact, my Lords, is, that notwithſtanding theſe words in the Charter, the Com- 


miſſioners and. Governors of Greenwich Hoſpital are as little able to ſell the property 


of the Hoſpital now, as they were before the paſſing of the Charter. 


Before the Charter was obtained, if any perſon had purchaſed lands of the Hoſpital, 
it was incumbent upon him to ſee that the money he paid for his purchaſe of the Hoſ- 
pital lands was laid out in the purchaſe of other lands of equal value. Having done 
this, my Lords, he was fo far ſecure, that if his tranſaction with the Hoſpital were in 
any ſubſequent time avoided, he had the lands purchaſed with the money. he paid 
to the Hoſpital? or their value in money returned to him. 


Such was the ſituation of matters in this reſpect, before the obtaining the Charter, 


and ſuch was the ſituation of a purchaſer and ſuch it continues to be ſince the Char- 
ter has been obtained, 
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But, my Lords, if the purchaſer, either before or Gince the obtaining ”" Charter, 
does not take care that the money he pays, is laid out in the purchaſe of other lands, 


and that thoſe.lands are duly ſettled according to the truſts of the Charter; the bar- 


gain, as far as the Hoſpital is concerned, is abſolutely, and to all intents and purpoſes, 
null and void. 


In ſome caſes, the Hoſpital will have its remedy againſt the Truſtees. Chancery 
will decree them to purchaſe lands with their own money; and, theſe lands will be con- 


veyed to the Hoſpital upon the ſame truſts as they held the other. In other caſes, 


the remedy will be againſt the purchaſers, In theſe caſes, Chancery will decree 
the purchaſer to hold the lands as a truſtee and for the benefit of the Hoſpital ; or to 


convey them immediately to the Hoſpital, to be held by them upon the truſts of the 
Charter, 


At all events, the property of the Hoſpital is incapable of ſuffering z ſuch is the 


ſituation of the property of the Hoſpital under the Charter; and ſuch it was un- 
der the Commiſſion. 


Your Lordfhips may aſk, what is then the uſe of the words in the Charter, if they 
make no innovation in this reſpect? I will * to explain it to your Lordſhips. 


Before the Charter was obtained, the purchaſer from the Hoſpital, whatever care he 
might take about the application of the money, had no ſecurity that his purchaſe 
would be permanent ;. becauſe it was in the option of any of the ſucceſſors in the go- 
vernment of the Hoſpital to avoid the purchaſe, However, if his purchaſe were avoid- 
ed, the lands bought with the money paid by him, or an equivalent to it in value would 
be reſtored to him. But by virtue of the preſent clauſe in the Charter, if he takes 


care to ſee that the purchaſe-money is properly applied, his purchale is. compleatly good, 
and cannot be avoided in any reſpect. 


With this neceſſity of ſeeing to the application of the purchaſe-money, your Lord- 


ſhips are I believe well acquainted :—it is mentioned in all your marriage ſettlements 


you will probably find occaſion to inſert it in moſt of your. wills, 


In order to facilitate the ſale of that part of your property. which is ſettled upon 
your families, in the ordinary courſe of ſtrict limitation, when ſuch a ſale or exchange 
is intended to be allowed, it is always expreſsly declared, that the purchaſer of the 
lands ſhall not be bound to ſee the application of the purchaſe- money. For it has been 
found by frequent experience, to be ſo exceedingly difficult and ſo dangerous to the 


purchaſers, to have this obligation upon them, that unleſs they are ft from it, che 


power of ſelling and exchanging will have very little effect. 


Now, 
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Now, my Lords, im the Charter of the Hoſpital there is nothing which frees the 
purchaſer from this obligation; as far, therefore, as the ſafety of the Hoſpital is con- 
cerned, the Charter has made no alteration, 


Was it not therefore with reaſon, that T was ſurprized that this charge againſt me was 
uſhered in with ſo much pomp; was forced for two whole days on your Lordſhips 
attention; and after all the care with which it was tortured into ſomething like a crime, 
proved ſo totally void of all ſubſtance and ſupport. 


Having mentioned to your Lordſhips, how far the evidence on your table has ex- 
culpated me from interfering in the obtaining the New Charter; and how far the 
Charter itſelf vindicates the Gentlemen concerned in framing it, from making in It any 
improper deviations from the commiſſion, one thing yet remains unanſwered. 


Mr. Baillie tells your Lordſhips, that“ When the Charter was firſt produced: at 
c the General Court in order to be received and read, I ſaid, that I thought the reading 


« of it unneceſſary, as it was a copy of the old commiſſions, except ſome alterations in 
« point of form.” 


My anſwer to this is very ſhort, Mr. Baillie did not bring a ſingle evidence to 
| ſupport his aſſertion. The evidence you heard have told you I faid no ſuch thing 3 
the minutes of the Court mention, that the Charter was read. 


But to na upon this point; the moſt extraordinary thing is, chat if the whole 
Charter had been framed without taking a ſingle ſyllable from the Commiſſion, there 


would have been no criminality in doing ſo; the Commiſſion points it out as a duty 
upon the Commiſſioners to procure 4 Charter, but there is not a ſingle word, that in- 
timates that the Commiſſion is to be converted into a Charter; the very direction to 
draw up a Charter under the inſpection of the law officers of the crown, proves, that 
thoſe who framed the Commiſion knew it was imperfect, and that when a Charter was 
obtained, it ought to be extended beyond the limits of the Conmutiton. 


SECOND POIN T. 2151-4 1 
The next charge is, the appointment of landmen to ſeveral of the offices in the 
Hoſpital, which officers are directed both by the commiſſion” and Charter to be taken 
out of ſeamen or ſeafaring men, or ſuch as have been diſabled in the ſea ſervice. 


If by this is meant, that no one ſhall hold an office but 2 diſabled framan. I will 
venture to ſay, that the Charter directs what is impoſſible to be done, and what was ne- 
ver attempted or thought of from the firſt inſtitution of the Hoſpital.— My Lords, ſe- 
| veral of the ' offices cannot be filled by diſabled ſeamen: for example, 


The SURVEYOR, 


He muſt be an eminent Architect. 
| T he 
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The CLERK of the WORKS, 
A perſon of the ſame ſort, 


The AUDITOR, 
An eminent Lawyer. 


The OR GAN IST. 
A muſician, not a ſeaman without an arm. 


The BREWER, 
A perſon ſkilled in that branch of buſineſs. 


I don't know whether I ought to name the Receiver of the Derwentwater eſtate, be- 
cauſe he is not appointed by the Admiralty, but I have heard it hinted, as if he ought 
to be a diſabled ſeaman; but I can never think that a qualification requiſite for ſuch 
an employment; nor did I ever hear that any of your Lordſhips, when you wanted a 
ſteward to manage your eſtates, ever thought of ſearching for a proper perſon among 
the penſioners of Greenwich Hoſpital. | | 


My Lords, I ſay, the offices above-mentioned, cannot be filled with diſabled ſeamen, 
and yet, if the interpretation attempted to be given to the Charter is admitted, the ap- 
pointing a landman to any of them is an illegal act; therefore, my Lords, the way that. 
I underſtand this direction is, that all the objects of the charity ſhall be diſabled ſeamen, 
but that it never was meant, that the managers of the charity ſhould be ſo; it, may 
found ridiculous, but it ſeems to me, that to argue otherwiſe, is exactly the 
ſame thing, as if a perſon were to contend, that becauſe Bedlam is an Hoſpital for Lu- 
natics, the managers of it muſt alſo be compoſed of madmen. 


Beſides, my Lords, the very words and ſpirit of the Charter and Commiſſions of the 
Hoſpital ſeem to fhew, that a mixture of landmen and ſeamen ſhould be employed in the 
adminiſtration and offices of the Hoſpital ; as on the liſt both of Commiſſioners, Go- 
vernors, and Directors of the Hoſpital on its firſt eſtabliſhment, (that is to ſay, in the 
firſt Commiſſion) landmen and ſeamen are promiſcuowſly mentioned; it being wiſely. 
intended and foreſeen, that though the perſons ſupported by the charity ſhould. be thoſe 


whoſe merits and toils in the ſea ſervice intitled them to it, yet that the adminiſtration of 


the Hoſpital could not. exiſt or go on, without the interference and aſſiſtance of the. 


abilities, ſkill, and activity, of ſome profeſſional and ſkilful landmen. 


If then ſome of the civil officers muſt be landmen, and that it is no illegal act to 
appoint them to theſe particular offices, and no deviation from the Charter, I have a 


right to contend, that the Charter does not bind the Admiralty to make the civil of; 


cers out of diſabled ſeamen; it has always been underſtood and executed in this man- 
5 ner,. 
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ner, and it is proved by the papers upon your table, that my predeceſſors have ap- 


pointed more landmen, in proportion to the number of the appointments, than I have 
done. 


I appeal to the paper on your Lordſhips table, which contains a liſt of all the ap- 
pointments of officers civil and military, ſince the firſt inſtitution of the Hoſpital in the 
year 1704, by which it will appear how that matter was underſtood at firſt, for it is 
very particular, that not one of the perſons firſt appointed to the civil offices was a ſea- 


man, and though great ſtreſs has been laid upon the appointment of the preſent chap- 
lains, who have neither of them been at ſea. 


It is very remarkable that the firſt chaplain that ever was appointed, namely, Mr. 
Stubbs, was never at ſea; his ſon has been at your Bar, and proved it to be ſo, in addi- 
tion to the proof in the liſt on your table. Dr. Campbell, who was appointed by the 
Duke of Bedford, had been at ſea only a few months, and then left his ſhip, and was 
run upon the ſhip's books as a deſerter; I have here in my hand a proof of this fact, 


namely, a copy of an order from the Admiralty to take off his R. without which he could 
not receive his pay. 


Were theſe two diſabled ſeamen ?--and was it ever urged as an accuſation againſt Prince 
George of Denmark and the Duke of Bedford, that they had made Chaplains contrary 


to oo direction of the Charter? 


It therefore plainly appears that precedent is on my fide for the appointment of land- 
men to the civil offices of the Hoſpital, and that I am not (as Captain Baillie would fain 
make your Lordſhips believe) the firſt perpetrator of this enormous crime; if it be a crime, 
which I ſhall never allow it to be, I inſiſt upon it that I am leſs guilty than any one of 


my predeceſſors ; I appeal again to the liſt of the appointments, from the original inſti- 
tution of the Hoſpital, as an irreſiſtible proof of this aſſertion. 

As a farther illuſtration of this matter, 1 will have recourſe to the account of the offi- 
cers now in being, and ſee whether the firſt Lords of the Admiralty who have appointed 
them, have been more attentive than me to the words of the Charter, or whether they 
have not put the (ame interpretation upon the words that I have done. There are now 


twenty-nine civil officers, fourteen of which have been appointed by me; of theſe four- 


teen, eleven are not ſeafaring men, namely, 


The Auditor, Brewer, | Cook's Mate, 
Two Chaplains, Butler's Mate, Scullery Man, 
Steward, | Cook, His Mate, 
Organiſt, | 
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Of the remaining fifteen, which have been put in by other Lords, ten have never been 


at ſea, namely, 


The Secretary, The Porter, The Cook, 
Diſpenſer, * Two Matrons, Cook's Mate, 
Surveyor, Butler's Mate, Scullery Man's Mate. 


Your Lordſhips will obſerve that of the eleven landmen appointed by me, three are 
of thoſe ſort of offices that cannot be filled by ſeamen, namely, the Auditor, Organiſt, 
and Brewer; and out of the ten landmen named by my predeceſſors, there is only one, 
the Surveyor, who might not have been a ſeaman; for I conſider the two women under 

the ſame predicament, as they might have been the widows of ſeamen. 


What then does all this mighty charge amount to?--why, that in conſequence of a con- 
ſtant ſeries of precedents from the original exiſtence of the Hoſpital, 1 have appointed 
eight landmen to civil offices; while there is a majority of civil officers in being who are 
landmen, and who have been appointed by other firſt Lords of the Admiralty. 


Had a ſingle landman ever been admitted as an object of the Charity, that is to ſay, 
as a penſioner or a military officer, I ſhall acknowledge it would have been a notorious 
and ſcandalous abuſe, but I defy the moſt rigid enquirer to prove, that any one perſon 


under that deſcription has ever been admitted under my adminiſtration of the office of 
&rſt Lord of the Admiralty. 


THIRD POINT. 


The next charge is the allowing the clerks and under officers to lodge in the Hoſpital, 
but this is much blended with, and, in a manner, anſwered by what I have ſaid on the 
former article; I will therefore only add, that as the number of the penſioners has been 
encreaſing gradually, from 40 to near 2200, a proportionable increaſe has been neceſſary 
in clerks and other officers to carry on buſineſs; theſe people muſt be ſubſiſted, and by 
being in the Hoſpital they are more at hand, and ſave the expence of houſe rent, which 
muſt be paid for them if they lodgedin the town; were there a penſioner leſs in the Hoſ- 
pital upon their account it would be an abuſe, but it has been proved to your Lordſhips 
that the number of penſioners has not been limited by the want of room to lodge them, 
but by the deficiency of the revenue there was to maintain them. 


FOURTH POINT. 


The next charge i is, that I have turned a deaf ear to complaints, and have refuſed to 
redreſs the grievances of the Hoſpital. How is this attempted to be proved ? why by 
Captain Baillie's ſingle teſtimony at your Lordſhips bar, which teſtimony is in direct con- 
tradiction to his own publication; for it there appears, that when there was a com- 
plaint againſt Mr. Ibbetſon, for having obtained an order from the directors to remove 
ſome of the cabins of the penſioners, in order to extend his apartments, I immediate- 
ty took upon me to ſuperſede the order, directed the cabins to be reinſtated, and 


1 ſhewed 
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ſhewed my diſapprobation of the conduct of Mr. lbbetfon, and the directors, by every 
means I had in my hands; for I not only inſiſted that the cabins ſhould be put into 
their original ſtate, but called a General Court, where I notified to them, that I thought 
the directors had exceeded their power, and that I ſhould expect, for the future, they 
would not make any alteration in the Hoſpital, without the ſanction of a General Court. 


What othef grievances have been brought before me, and neglected by me, I am at 
a loſs to ſay; this, however, I know, that all buſineſs concerning the Hoſpital, that has 
come to my hands, 1 have regularly laid before the General Court: 1 did lo by Captain 


Baillie's complaint, though it is a libel upon myſelf, and upon almoſt Fug olticer of 
the Hoſpital. 


And here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, upon Captain Baillie's art and contrivance, to 
prove that I have not tedreſſed grievances; he tells your Lordſhips that I was ſo beſet 
by his enemies, that the channels of information were choked up; fo that in order to 


cenſure me for not redreſſing what he thought to be abuſes, he is obliged to own that the 
knowledge of them never reached me, 


But what right has Captain Baillie to ſuppoſe that the channels were choaked up, and 
that complaints could not reach me? There is nothing but his own bare aſſertion for 
that fact, and I flatter myſelf that your Lordſhips will allow that my aſſertion to the 
contrary, deſerves at leaſt as much credit as his; beſides, the proceedings upon your 


table ſhew the falſehood of his aſſertions, as they prove that the complaint againſt Mr. 
Ibbetſon, and his own libel againſt me, did come to my hands, and that I gave immedi- 


ate redreſs in one caſe, and in the other, ordered a moſt accurate and ſtrict enquiry to be 
made into the facts, before I thought myſelf juſtified to form an opinion. 


I cannot conclude this ſubject, without ſaying a word or two to prevent your Lord- 
ſhips from thinking unfavourably of Mr. Ibbetſon, on account of the removal of the 
cabbins; as that matter has been magnified by Captain Baillie (for there his art conſiſts, 
he always makes a mountain of a mole hill, and endeavours to lead the world to be- 
lieve, that he is the only reformer, and that no one has the intereſt of the penſioners at 
heart, but himſelf), 1 ſay, as this affair has been magnified by him, I am perſuaded 
that ſome of your Lordſhips will think that this was a mere tyrannical act of Mr. Ibbet- 
ſon's, and that it was done to make his apartments more elegant and ſpacious, and that 
the men were turned out of doors to ſhift ſor themſelves. The real fa& is, that from 
the great increaſe of buſineſs by the additional number of officers and penſioners, the 
buſineſs of the Secretary has been ſo greatly augmented, that he had not room for his 
papers, or for his clerks to do their buſineſs, and he was the more ſtreightened, as the 
place that had been uſed by his predeceſſors for their clerks and papers, had been taken 
away and converted into aparrments for a Lieutenant. By laying this cafe before the 
Directors, they thought proper to accommodate him, by removing eight or nine cab- 
bins, and putting the penſioners into as convenient habitations in another part of the 
 Holpital, 
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FIFTH POINT. 


The next charge is, the appointment of the ' ommittee; for as to the partiality, or 
impartiality of their proceedings, I ſhall not enter into a minute diſcuſſion of th t matter, 
not being perſonally concerned in it. With regard to the mode of appointment, I aver 
that the utmoſt attention was paidby me to its being ſo compoled, as to be likely to do 
the ſtricteſt juitice between all parties. I wiſhed to have no ſhare in the nomination, 
leſt ir ſhould be ſuſpected that meant to influence their judgment; nay, fo far did I 
carry this delicacy, that I deſired Captain Baillie himſelf to name the whole Committee, 
and it was not till his refuſal to do fo, that | thought of propoſing any Gentleman for one 
of the Committee; thoſe I did propoſe to the General Court, are all of them men of for- 
tune and reputation, and particularly ſuch as had no immediate connection with the naval 
department ; and before they were approved by the Court, Captain Baillie was deſired 
to object to any, or to all of them, and to name other perſons to be appointed in their 


room: has this the appearance of partiality on my ſide, and does my conduct, in 


this particular, deſerve to be treated as violent, arbitrary, and oppreſſive ? 


But Captain Baillie ſays, the Committee ought. not to be choſen out of the Direc- 


tors, becauſe they are accuſed in his book, and therefore are parties concerned: how do 
I know but that he accuſed them purpoſely, to have a | pretenice to diſqualify them from 
being his judges? 


But pray allow me to aſk your Lordſhips, who could the Committee. be choſen out 


of, but the Directors? whoſe profeſſed buſineſs it is to ſuperintend the management of 


the Hoſpital, and to enquire into and redreſs the grievances that are ever complained of; 
who would have concerned themſelves in it if they had not? I am certain there exiſts 


no perſons but the Directors, who would, or could, have undertaken the taſk ; there- 


fore Captain Baillie's objecting to them, was, in other words, objecting to the Enquiry, 


which he knew, when it was gone into, would ſhew that his accuſations were moſtly nu- 


gatorys falſe, and inſidious. 


As to their enquiring into the Charges againſt themſelves, it was never intended they 
ſhould doſo; and your Lordſhips have heard, from the evidence of Mr. Cuſt, and Sir 
William James, that they ſaw it themſelves in that light, and examined only into thoſe 
Charges in which there was no accuſation againſt the Directors. 


Upon the whole, concerning the appointment of this Committee, I muſt appeal to 
your Lordſhips, whether it does appear to you that I exerted, or had it in my power to 
exert, any undue influence over theſe Gentlemen; and whether it was poſſible for me to 
purſue any method more likely than this, to examine fully into, and afterwards redreſs the 
grievances, if any real grievances there were, of which Captain Baillie had complained 
Had I joined in with his idea, and been of opinion that the Directors were improper 
examiners, the Enquiry would have been quaſhed, which | firmly believe was Captain 
Baillie's wiſh, though it was far from being mine. I then ſhould have deſerved the im 
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putation of ſhutting my ears to complaints, and diſcouraging Enquiries ; as it is, I flat- 
ter myſelf your Lordſhips will acquit me of that imputation. 
"> 
My Lords, I fear it will be impoſſible for me to make any reparation to your Lords 
ſhips for the trouble I have given you in this long diſcuſſion; I ſhall, however, have 
2 claim to forgiveneſs, when I inform you that do not mean to trouble you with a 


ſingle witneſs in ſupport of the defence I have made upon any of theſe points, reſting 
my cauſe entirely upon the evidence already given. 


SIXTH: POINT. 
There are wo other points remaining, on which, I believe, I muſt bring a few wit- 


neſſes. It ſtands in evidence, that expreſſions of intimidation have been made uſe of as 
from me, to Mr. Le Febvre, and others, | 


Tho? no one pretends that he ever heard me uſe any ſuch expreſſions, it will be ne- 


ceſſary for me to aſk Mr. Cooke, whether he had any authority from me to uſe any 


menacing expreſſions towards thoſe who ſided with Captain Baillie ; and whether he ever 
heard any ſuch expreſſions came out of my mouth to him, or to any one elle, 


SEVENTH. PO:1:N T. 
The other remaining point, is the negociation with Mr. Murphy and Mr. Butler; 
the facts relative to this buſineſs have been ſo well explained at your bar, that I ſhall 


make only one obſeryation upon the evidence already given your Lordſhips, by beg- 
ging you to recollect that it is to be proved, that Captain Baillie authorized his two coun- 


ſel, Mr. Bearcroft, and Mr. Murphy, to negociate with me, which they, or one of 
them did, long ago, through Mr. Garrrick, Dr. Shepherd, and Mr. Brown; and though 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Butler agree invariably, in ſaying that the motion came from 
Murphy to Butler, and not from Butler to Murphy, Captain Baillie has thought proper 
to endeavour to prove, that I was the firſt mover in it, though it has been proved as 
clear as the ſun at noon-day, that he knew the contrary fact to be true. 


Here I muſt trouble your Lordſhips to call Mr. Murphy and Mr. Butler again to 
your bar, not ſo much becauſe I want any further evidence from them with regard to 


my own conduct, as that they may have an opportunity of juſtifying themſelves from 
the miſrepreſentations that have been made by Captain Baillie, in that harrangue that 


he was allowed (in my opinion very irregularly) to make to your Lordſhips towards the 
concluſion of the buſineſs on Friday laſt. 


- 


| T ſhall alſo call Dr. Shepherd and Mr. Brown, to prove that they were employed to 
negociate with me long before Mr. Butler knew any thing of this buſineſs. 


Having mentioned C aptain Baillie's hen which I ſuppoſe is to be conſidered as : 


evidence, having been given in upon oath at your Lordſhips bar, I muſt ſay a ſingle 
word upon an expreſſion or two in that harangue, in which my name has been intro- 


3 duced. 
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duced. Captain Baillie endeavours to prove, that he is not of a violent and ungovern- 
able temper, by two circumſtances, namely, that he has formerly received letters from 
me, approving his conduct in the Hoſpital, and that there are particular ſtrong words in 
his warrant, which ſays, that they who appoint him, place a truſt in his care, prudence, 
and vigilance. | 


— 
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As to my letters, let them ſpeak for themſelves ; when I thought Captain Baillie was 
in the right, I told him ſo; but is it impoſſible to form a good opinion, and to alter it 
afterwards? and am I, or any man, pinned down by a letter written ſome years ago, to 
applaud the actions of a man as long as he lives, let him behave in ever fo extravagant 
a manner? The truth is, I have altered my opinion of Captain Baillie, and find him, 
by experience, to be a man of a very unhappy temper, which makes it impoſſible for 
him, even when he means what is right, to avoid bringing confuſion and anarchy into 
whatever he undertakes, 


As to the words in the warrant, ſurely he muſt be driven very cloſe to catch at ſuch a 
ſtraw; why, my Lords, thoſe words are nothing but mere common form, and are, I con- 
clude, inſerted in every warrant to every one of his predeceſſors ; it is juſt the fame thing 
as if I were to ſay, that I was of the Royal family, becauſe in the patent by which I 
hold my office, his Majeſty ſtiles me his dearly-beloved Couſin. 


Captain Baillie, at his concluſion, ſays, I have attacked his profeſſional character; I 


deny the fact, I know nothing of him as an officer, good or bad; but though I have 
not attacked his character, he ſeems to forget how much he has attacked mine, and that 


it would not have been a very extraordinary thing for me to have retaliated, 


It is, however, full time for me to finiſh; I ſhall therefore proceed to call my wit= 
neſſes. 


